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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AN1J TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of 
LEE 

Appln. No. 08/966,233 Group Art Un±t: 181g 

Filed: November 7, 1997 Examiner: M. Allen 

FOR: GDF-1 GENE (as amended) 

* * * 

April 24, 1998 

SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of 

Patents and Trademarks ~ 
Washington, D.C. 20231 £?« £ i>>3 

Sir: ;.: . ■ - 'H 

Entry and consideration of the following amendment and 
remarks prior to examination are respectfully requested. 

IN THE TITLE ; 

Please replace the title of the application^herever Lt\ 
appears) with — GDF-1 Gene — . 




REMARKS 

Claims 3, 11-15, 22 and 24-31 are pending. 

The attached Rule 132 Declaration by Ted Ebendal along 
with supporting materials shows that GDF-1 protein potentiates 
the effect of neurotrophin-3 protein on neuronal fibre 
outgrowth. Such potentiation activity is also found for 
members of the TGF-p superfamily, and it directly supports a 
finding of similarity in biological activities between GDF-1 
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and other members of the TGF-p superfamily (see pages 12-14 of 
the present specification) . Applicant submits that such 
evidence refutes the allegations made by the Examiner that the 
specification does not teach a practical use for GDF-1 . 

A favorable action on the merits is earnestly requested. 
If any further information is required, the Examiner is 
invited to contact the undersigned. 
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Cushman Darby & Cushman 
Intellectual Property Group of 
PILLSBURY MADISON & SUTRO, L l p 
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